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ASPIRA 


Aspira, taken from the Spanish word for “aspire”, is a community agency that has 
as its goal the social advancement of the Hispanic community through the education 
of its youth. The primary mission of Aspira is to foster among Hispanic youth 
aspiration, self-confidence, and ability to achieve in education, accompanied by a 
lasting commitment to helping others in their community. 

Founded in New York in 1961 by Puerto Rican leaders concerned with the 
community's future, the agency's operation was originally made possible by grants 
from private foundations and corporations. In 1969, Aspira of America was founded 
and new Aspira associate agencies opened in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois and 
Puerto Rico. Aspira of America offices are located in New York City and Washington, 
Dic. 

Plans are now in progress to open an Aspira affiliate in Florida. 

Aspira was founded on the premise that one of the most effective ways to combat 

ic problems in the is to educate its youth and develop their 
leadership potential. Education was chosen as the means for achieving social change, 
in part because the Puerto Rican community is quite young in comparison to the 
median age of the general population. Through what has become known as the 
"Aspira process”, young people are encouraged to acquire not only knowledge of 
educational options, but an appreciation for their cultural heritage, an understanding 
of community problems, and a deep and lasting ping others. In this. 
way, the strength they acquire can be reinvested in future generations through 
community service and participation. 

Aspirantes (Aspira youth) are mainly Puerto Rican, because the Aspira agencies 
are located in communities with large Puerto Rican populations, however, Aspira is 
open to all, and has lent assistance to youth of all racial and ethnic origins. 

Since Aspira’s foundation, the agency has helped to place more than 30,000 young 
people in college. Today, many of these Aspirantes are working in varous fields, 
helping others. 


El Dia de la Raza 


In the United States, October 12 is known as Columbus Day, 
marking the date, in 1492, when Christopher Columbus, bearing 
the colors of Spain came upon the New World. 

To Hispanics, this same day is known as El Dia de la Raza, 
referring to the foundation of what was to become, in a cultural 
sense, a new raza, or race — the Hispanic American. 

For it was the arrival of Columbus that began the long, ongoing 
process that blended the cultures of Europe with those of the 
indigenous Indians and, later, the Africans who came to the New 
World. 

Thus, El Dia de la Raza is a time when Puerto Ricans, together 
with other Hispanic Americans from all nations of the Western 
Hemisphere, celebrate our common cultural heritage. 


Aspira of America, Inc. extends its deepest appreciation to the artists for lending 
their presence and talent to this Gala Hispanic Concert. 

We also acknowledge with deep gratitude the invaluable contribution of the 
Volunteer Committee, listed below, without whose help our Benefit Concert would 
not have been possible. 

Aida Gottlieb, Chairperson 

Harry Samalot, Program and poster design 
Lupe Hemlock 

Delfina Marin 

Elba Restaino 

Lucy Samalot 


Margarita Samalot 


ASPIRA HISPANIC CONCERT 


Aida Gottlieb. ` Director 
Franco Gratale Stage Coordinator 


Masters of Ceremony 
Miriam Colon and J.J. Gonzalez 


Pan American Symphony Orchestra 
Joseph Lliso, Conductor 


Captain from Castille Alfred Newman 

South American Overture Orchestration by Joseph Lliso 
Judas Interlude, from opera “Judas” Joseph Lliso 

Dime Arturo Somohano 

La Comparsa Ernesto Lecuona 

Tierra al Eden Pepito Contreras 

Precios Rafael Hernandez 

Sinfonia Borinqueña Joseph Lliso 


PROMESA Percussion Ensemble 


Pablo Elvira 


Di Provenza il Mar, La Traviata Verdi 
Largo Al Factotum, Barber of Seville Rossini. 


Intermission 


Emilia Conde 
accompanied by 


Emilio Arevalo Orchestra 


Concierto de Aranjuez Joaquin Rodrigo 
Soñando con Puerto Rico Bobby Capo 


Tahuantinsuyo 


La Llamada from Peru - played on Antaras, T'arka, Bombo 
Chasquis from Ecuador - played on Ocarina, Guitar Bombo 
Tarkeada from Bolivia played on T'arka, Bombo 
Misterio de los Andes from Peru - played on ponen ‘Tenkana, Charango, 
Guitar A.M. 
Danza Aymara from Bolivia - played on Siku, Bombo, Charango 
Atahualpa from Ecuador - played on Flauta, Guitar, Voices C. Bonilla 
Danza del Antisuyo from Peru - played on Charango, Quenacho, Bombo P. Santana 
ha from Peru - played on Antara, Kena, Charango, Guitar 


Intermission 


Manuel B. Gonzalez 
accompanying 
Angelo Cruz 
anecer Moncita Ferrer 
Aria from opera “El Jibaro” Manuel B. Gonzalez 
and 


Thelma Ithier-Sterling 
Aria from opera "Nela" Manuel B. Gonzalez 


Angelo Cruz and Thelma Ithier-Sterling 


Duet from opera "Nela" Manuel B. Gonzalez 


Paco Montes - Flamenco Group 


Jaleos Entire Group 
Sevillanas Danced by Edo and Carmen Rubio 
Zapateado Danced 
Tientos Danced by Carmen Rubio 
Encuentro Sung by Paco Montes 
Rumba Finale Entire Group 
Hilda Bracero 
panied by 
Emilio Arevalo Orchestra 
Caminando a Solas Luis Bonfa and A. Maria 
Spanish lyrics by Hilda Bracero 
Ahora Que Soy Libre Juan Marcelo 
New York, New York Fred Ebb and John Cander 


Sound system by Studio 198 Productions, 198 Bloomfield Avenue, Newark, New Jersey 07104, (201) 481-0972; 481-0173. 
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( BUSTELO 


es un sefior café, un café con clase. 


ei 
BUSTELO... ESE ES 


EL CAFE QUE MAS SE VENDE EN NUESTRA COMUNIDAD 


Y POR ALGO SERA, ¿VERDAD? 


J. GORDON CARR & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
ARCHITECTS/PLANNERS 
80 WEST FORTIETH STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 
212-221-0600 


We do business person to person. 
Soitseems natural for us to provide A ] ] 
help for people in the community. 

A 


Caring is everyone's responsibility. 


Congratulations 


to 


As ira 
and all ith SUE members 


for its continued efforts in Tes 


to improve the quality of 
the Puerto Rican Community and the 
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GOYA Foods, Inc. 
Secaucus, N. J 07094. 


Df it is GOVA it has to be good! 


Aspira of America, Inc. 

205 Lexington Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 889-6101 


Mario A. Anglada 
National Executive Director 


Board of Directors: 


Maria Santiago Mercado, Chairperson 
Olga Gonzalez O'Neill 

Nathan Quifiones 

Carmen Ana Culpeper 

Miriam Santos 

Jose Acevedo 

Melba Rodriguez-Cherico 

Angel Cruz 

Agapito Diaz 


Luis Flores 


Lydia Hernandez Ortiz 
Robert E. Meza 

Jose A. Morales. 

Luis Nieves 

Malcolm Walters O'Neill 
John J. Rios 

Fidel Rodriguez 

Maria Medina Seidner 
Carmen Solis 

Jose Rodriguez 


